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Cottonwood:

Birds of Roosevelt Lake

Status:
Artwork available but would like to change/improve.

Funding:



Visitor Center: Plants

I don’t think we did these. Please send picture.



Vineyard Trail # 131: O’Rourke’s

O’Rourke’s Camp

O'Rourke’s Camp once stood on this hillside,
high above the free-flowing Salt River. John
O'Raurke established the camp in 1305 after
his company won the contract ta build
Roosevelt Dam. He expected his construction
eraws to occupy the camp for two yaars and
complete the dam by April 1907. O'Rourke
and his partners coped with their initial
unrealistic optimism, labor shortages, and
floods, and finally finished the job mare than
5 years later. Former President Theodore
Roosevelt was persuaded to journey to this
remate location in the Arizona Territory to
formally dedicate the dam on March 18,
1911

O'Rourke built a twa-story frame
residence and office building, as well as a
commissary, recreation hall, school,
house, tack shop, and corrals, but most of
the camp was a collection of temporary tent
houses made by stretching canvas over a
‘wooden frame. A 300-foot-long suspension
bridge provided access to the south side of
the river where Reclamation Service
engineers and their families lived on
Government Hill. Other laborers emplayed by
the gowernment as well as business
entrepreneurs lived in the new town of
Roosevelt below Government Hill. Apache
laborers and their families also established
several camps in this area, where they i
in traditional brush shelters known as

wickiups.

When the dam was completed, the
community of construction workers left and
the tent houses were dismantled. 0'Rourke’s
office and residence, which then had a
lakesida frontage, was converted into  hotel,
and the area became known as Hotel Point. In
1982, Arizona State University cenducted
archacological investigations of the remnants
of the camp before the Roosevelt-Paysan
Highway was upgraded through the lower part
of the camp. More than one hundred leveled
earthen terraces or concrete 3labs were
identified as mute reminders of the tent
houses and ather buildings that once bustled
with the activities of a busy construction camp.

The 1910 census, taken as the population
of the camp was waning, provides interesting
details of who lived in O'Rourke's Camp. The
190 residents (149 men, 24 women, and 17
children) counted at that time were less than
half of the more than 400 estimated to have
lived at the camp 2 years earlier. Nearly one of
every two residents was foreign born. One-

third of these jrants were Spaniards,
ane-fourth were ltalians, and one-fifth were
from central European countries. Other
countries represented include Germany,
Scotland, ireland, Denmark, Mexico, and
China. One-tenth of the population was
African American.

The Arizana State seal depicts Roosevelt

O'Rourke’s Cam,

Dam at its center as a symbal of the

(above) This view to the sorthwest
depicts the O'Rourke’s Camp in 1909,
sear the height of its peak population
awith more tha 400 residents.

(left) January 1907 panarama shaws
O'Rourke’s Camp on the far hill slape
o the right.

Image 57-0502 and 57-1500

Status:

Artwork digital. Can’t locate images. (Photo courtesy of Arizona State Library, Archives

and Public Records, image 97-0502 and 97-0500)

Funding:

Arizona Trail Association will fund redo.



Vineyard Picnic:

Welcome to Apache Trail Historic Road




Birds of Roosevelt Lake




Perspective of the Mountains




Cholla CG: Home for Wildlife




Inspiration Point Vista

The Bridge 1987-1990

Betore daen modifications could begin, a
5213 million bridge was buill ie relocate
raffic odf the fog of Rooseseli Dam.
Boosevelt Lake Bridge & the loogest
bwa-lang, single-span, sieel-anch bridge
In Morth America. The bridge, spanning
1,060 et arcrons Bocseweli Lake, was
painied bue o blend in with the lake
and eky, leiting the form speak.

A w challl ddraccad n di
the bridge were e porous linsslons
toupd ations, & narrow width o hoight
Ealkn, and erection 300 feel above e
wiater. e you notice the arch in the
betdge's roadway viewed from a
distance? I the rosd wene lovel, drivors
wicild have the pescoption that the
beidge was sagging. Mol a good
sensation when vou are driving 150 feet
abow the wabes?

The bridge was namsd o of the lap
twelve owtstanding bridges in the nation
In November 1995, Cther bridges cited

mﬁrmmmmm n...;;... ,—H;lL ....q,,—._::.l [




Tonto Basin Roosevelt Lake Watershed

Tonto Basin
Roosevelt Lake's Watershed

Oiver sx million years agn, the mountains
surrounding vou were lifted skyward. A=
they rose, the land in between sank.

areating the valley known as Tonbo Basin

Melting sncaw andl summer rains drain
From the vast Salt River watershed toward
the basin, Countless thousands of vears of
enasion carved namerous canyons and
arroyos throughout the mountains,

The Salt River enters Koosevelt Lake from

Arizona, the Salt River i3 at times a raging
‘borrent. Torhr Creek enters the valley
from the morth, merging with the Salt
River where the Roosevelt Dam now
stands, The construction of Roosevelt
Dam enabled downstream communities ta
‘manage and contmd downstream water
delivery,




Salt River before the Dam

Salt River Before the Dam

The Salt Biver begins high in the White
Mourtains s runoff from melting
=now, firding its way mito streams and
ereeks that eventually form the White
and Black rivers. The confluence of he
Ewo rivers marks the beginning of the
Salt.

Eaely Fhoenix farmers were
Trustrated by the erratic o of the
Sall River. Dwindling ba nathing in
© sumemer, e Sall River would flood
at othar times of the year. I would
barst rock amd beush dams and wash
ol fredds. 1t was believed that Rocsevel Daen would manage the siver so they'd
have a dependalie water supply. Completed in 1911, Roosevelt Dam conteols the
T ot Salt's water Lo irvigation disteicts, cities, farms, and residential
Erigatoes through senaller canaks,. Laterals and ditsches.

Phoace cerneay Sl Biver Prcgen.




Theodore Roosevelt Overlook

Welcome to Apache Trail Historic Road

Apache Trail

America’s Adventure Road

Quinted from The Literary Digesl, Novemnbes 18, 1914:

“Ma braveder toor from Califarnia should miss the
marveleas trip over the ‘Apache Trail.' This magic
pathavay, which wp to a bew years ago could be explosed
ondy by the hardiest adventurer, pow s open bo the casual
wishior whe may care o spend a day relling in 2 luarious
mstar-car aloeg orw hundrad and twenty miles of bighway

between Globe and Phoends, Arizona.

“Soon there s no reminder of civilization in sight
but the beead, smooth highaway which the genbos of
engineers has fbung over seemingly Impassable nvowniakns ard
woured like a ribban of silver along canyon walls. It s the most
marvelous highway in America, this glorified “Apacke Trall "

oot rernsey od Sk Bver Py,




Alchesay
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Apache Trail America’s Adventure Road

Apache Trail

America’s Adventure Road

Quinted from The Literary Digesl, Novemnbes 18, 1914:

“Ma braveder toor from Califarnia should miss the
marveleas trip over the ‘Apache Trail.' This magic
pathavay, which wp to a bew years ago could be explosed
ondy by the hardiest adventurer, pow s open bo the casual
wishior whe may care o spend a day relling in 2 luarious
mstar-car aloeg orw hundrad and twenty miles of bighway

between Globe and Phoends, Arizona.

“Soon there s no reminder of civilization in sight
but the beead, smooth highaway which the genbos of
engineers has fbung over seemingly Impassable nvowniakns ard
woured like a ribban of silver along canyon walls. It s the most
marvelous highway in America, this glorified “Apacke Trall "

oot rernsey od Sk Bver Py,




Roosevelt Dam 1989-1996
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Roosevelt Dam 1903-1911

Roosevelt Dam

1903 - 1911

O Septemiber 0, 1906 the first stone was
laid im place. Over the next five years,
550,000 cubic feet of block woald be cat.
shaped, and fashioned imto the Foosevelt
Diam.

The blecks af stone were carved out of
the canyan walls. They were lifted by
Bock ard tackle and pulled along by
cable. It was not uncommeon for the hoist
to buckle and break. The giant memoliths
woalld be slammed against the canyom
wall or dropped inko the onstruction site
below.

O February 6, 1911 the last stone was
pat i place. When completed, it was the
largest skane dam mn the world




The People Who Made It Happen
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Three Mile Rec Site: You are
here sign

Theodore Rovsevelt Dafm ~ ;

Horse Mesa Dam

HORSE MESA




Burnt Corral CG: You are
here sign
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Lower Burnt Corral:  You are here sign

Horse Mews Dam

HORSE MESA |




Davis Wash Rec Site: You are here sign
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Crabtree Rec site:
You are here sign

Theodore Roosevelt Dam

Horse Mesa Dam
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Apache Lake Vista:
Apache Lake Road Map




The Geological Story




Desert Dwellers
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Tortilla Flat

Tbrtil_la
Flat

Prior to 1906, this location was a welcome
stop for travelers on the Yavapai Trail whlch
connected Tonto Basin with the Salt River
Valley. In 1906 the trail, now known as the
Apache Trail, was completed as a freight
road for the construction of Roosevelt Dam.
Tortilla Flat became an important water and
supply stop on this road. The Apache Trail
is now Arizona State Route 88, but Tortilla
Flat remains a welcome stop.

Malntenance of this sign provided
by Tortilla Flat Restaurant




Lower Fish Creek Hill




Boulder Rec Site
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Respect all Users of the Roosevelt
Lake Area

M Water skiing requires one observer
iandomdmermﬁwbnat The
‘observer must display a bright red or
lomngeﬂngwhm&neskmwduwm
o skiing after dark.
Everyu‘neh\‘hemneedsa
1 mudﬂuatauondwiseor\iie
jacket. Children under 12 years of age
]muskwwﬂ\ekhfe]ackmatahﬁm







